+*

In the next several photos as we northward ofimb Main Street, the reader may enjoy the
powerful sequential change of visuall spatlall human activity that gives Lee such an
Incredible dynamic character— fapart from &g traffic conflict).

22a (SE) View from mid Main Street “plateau”: _of library area (left) —~
This photo advances us northward, to the ‘beginning crest’ of the quistér more
open midstreet {resident/ civicicommerclal) zone— that |s naturally delineated
as middle plaleau area. “As we rise in elevation, the continued dominance of
distant background southend landform INCreases our Sense of the larger
regional setting— openly revealing ‘mid’ Maln Street as part of the greater
geologic/ivegetated expanse { vs the more onclosed sensa of bullt sowthend) ",
* Powerful enclosing vibrant mass armgmman_mmms a special sense
of spatial place-ldentity along with individualizing structures, yards, focal uses.
((Mote: Other days hene can be overwhidmed by traffic— though not as jammed 35 in
ihe southend), The distinct landform and open quister ye! aclive mxed use characler
of all mid Main Street can be strengthened as such: reclaiming a desirable pedestrian/
vehicle balance, There is call for landscape stresl trees, green, pedestrian spaces and
upgraded walks, some parking improvement, or compatible-struciures— along with
larger scale offsireet parking policy fand or truck bypass)) .

« The historic wing of Lee Library vard area makes an important
presence, a mid street node of importance— with opportunity for
improved landscape and outdoor space for uses more befitting.
{(Trees, much missing throughout-- and would introduce their own
spatial/visual/climatic effects of unity and complexity for the
libaray area, as well as corridor-whole. See ‘comment’ below)).
Note the irmegular ht! type curbs, and missing portion at ibrary,

* steeple here is 1/2 emergent-compare other photos as a datum
for dynamic spacefelevationfmotion. With bell tower and clock—
the exquisite-reserved formal quality calls 10 that of the old Lee
Library wing (left); the turret (it) com pletes comners of enclosure.
The ‘church steeple & adjacent conifer'— (manmade vs natural)— 8re an
an exquisite rhyming duo-- giving a sense of elevational changé--
varying dynamically as one moves. {(1.e. Main St. axis and the
steeple are fixed datums that reveal the dynamics of elevational &
spatial change as one walks or drives-- co-extensive with different
activity-degree zones. Thisis something only Lee has— evident in
photos, it becomes all the more powerful to the identity of place
when one actually visits and feels the site— moves upon the
grades and through the 3-d spatial corridor. (Seasonal foliage or
snow then desirably plays into this effect). Other town areas have
their own version of this in total complement. (Bul... “wehicular

that harks affinity to the conifer In foreground as well as those in distant background

hills. The conlers— by their elevational differences connect in a visual thrust of a

dmmmmim.mmﬂmmmm arc enclosune— that

schoes the Teel’ of the larer scale ufuwwllw'bu\wumunmmmmgﬂd. LEE =20 VIO
UR

(Planting proposals shouid appreciate this “sffinity-phenomena” among olhe issues) VEY VANTAGE POINT




« PHOTO SURYEY: “OBSERVATIONS
[See Analysn section for full cate gary-dessrintions)

22b: (8) View from s/ mid Main St, ‘just past Lee LIDrary (i.e. green dome)
(before entering Victorian residential area (north, behind camera)).
A sense of quieter bright openness ‘centers’ the Libary area as the
apparent rightful ‘midstreet node’ along the n/s sireet, & facing east
toward far river woodland. ((As open yard spaces begin, the library
node is a pivotal transition from the lower elevalion more structured
busy southend=- info the today quieter more residential midupper st
‘shady tree plateau’ (Vict whte houses & ad ight commerc & parcels (see 24)) .

.E—;

* (Midiefm) The histaric & present civic importance of Lee Library—
wamants new outdoor/ aclivity space, relating to the expanded
library program & street landscape-- to enhance to the special
siatus of "dominant mid street node”. Its also has kinship with
neighboring residences to maintain. (For proposals, parceis are
available on all sides of building for parking/ pedestrian/ or green
space use, integrated with requested improved walks & bus area).
Walis are on both sides of the street— expressing the downtown
e/w cross sectional ‘hill terrace’ theme, & continuity with other
walls n/s— can be strengthened .'.*.pallalf:srmbnilnnlly. functionally.
In (left) corner: is yard wall fragment: an imporiant theme, may
better integrate with other wall; low eroded non- curb edges need
resolve, with hc & potential increased hard & green space.
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* (Foreground Jeff)y: red residenttenant friple decker house is
important local part of town mix, with civic & adjacent commercial.

See description and living issues on photo 22bb, adjacent page. \L

* (RY): Great free specimen— a powerful enclosing vibrant mass— is
a ‘single-tree’ landmark, as well as first part of the full tree-plateau
pattern that embraces and fills the Victorian space zone (24).

* (Rt side): Commercial w upstairs office (3 story). Such, with
altemating yands, continues from southend, but in lower density.
Potential for additional structures or ped space Is in some parcels.

* Beyond in view is bowled open sky & the south hill profile (straight
top & rt slope) pierced by turret: diversities to appreciate & engage.
The (mid i) turret behind tree, & (it) collected library dome, peak,

Some winter protection; afterncon shade is needed in summer.
Mote the_GreenYard parcel between the free and far commercial
block suggests a space connection with library— between the east
hill and west river— to enhance. Dasired access Is possible here.

Parallel parking (1 hr) both sides is mix-efficient & convenient with
spaces today free; but needs off-st use/ encouragement for busier

days; library service parking needed— with polential new lot areas
at west side of library accessible 10 Service doors. Ses ofwn ot iocales
Ees gidewali comments— hand/soft space polential—on several adiscent photos.

Such trees mark a special sense of spatial place-identity, along
with individualizing structures, yards & local uses— that loosely
pluralizes this area along the fixed n/s axis & e/w view-way. (This
tree; good ambiguity as street or yard tree, or fine residual stand).
The tree has heavy rustic trunk— and thick vibrant branches with
articulate shaky-texture— "reaches oul to feel wind and sun, & filter
the sky". { Summer/fall solid leaf ‘wall' make a rich different sense
of enclosure). Such old trees are wonderful in many historic and
natural experiential ways. ((Lack of trees is an overall Main St
problem; adding (layered/scale) trees vs open is interesting issue)).

conifer & yard tree, flag (with far cong steeple & haplic bell tower)-
seem to celebrate downtown; and making a mid st gateway— these
identity-rich datums, tell distance & elevational changes against

the far Berkshire hills. Note the strength of far south hill as an enclosing wall to
downtown as & whole, and how the south main node appeans distinctly lower than the
library srea— rasting on temmace, vis nestied perpendicularty 1o hill in this valley floor.
The 5t area plants course pattemn connects/ v the fine plant texture of the distant hilts.




& PHOTO SURVEY: “OBRSERVATIONS
{See Analysis soction for Ul category -descripti ons)

22bb {HE} Just buyunn:t the mld:trut Lee Library Node jcontinued):
0 - ence: for a valued local mix .
nmmmm WMmimme

(Foreground Jeff). the residenttenant “red tripfe decker ® is

one of the streets very modest (but significant s.f. private floor
space) res structures— in key location. Porch, steps, & adiacent
retaining wall area (thematic of the street), along side driveway-
provide some archtypal proxemic separafion. Polentialf comfortable
sunshine & shade & elevated ‘prospective-refuge’ views: is a good
profofype (though in typ disrepair, with opportunity to improve for
users); as well it “projects” that spirit (contiguous resident hill) to
observers. (This sense of local neighborhood 'residential presence’
woven in various densities into Lee's downtown mix is important).
The buiiding mass/walls has strong rectalineal cut on sky/comidor.
Facade texdure and color has an affinity with library's— for a local
kinship (domestic and civic) between them. Era porch & posts are

mark a personal place, & scale of rhythm relating to adajant bidgs.

& breathes the long comidor; comice aligns 10 (aiso rec) S Main Bids
while addressing eastward the sunny st, & river woodland beyond.
However, traffic on busy days can be vis & audio overbearing

for residents (eg noise inside). An additional sense of defensible
space is wanted; eg by possible parking breaks set back);

Client mentioned a desired ‘strest planting & yard protection’.

Asa pmtc:rtype side yard situation-- there is needed possible semi -

Ates 2 : pwn; and there is
nppnrtunityr farv&riuus res Mums rmprwed private front, side
back yard space (eg privafe green/ patio or parking , with pub

to private transitions) and buffering (land/fence/plant) sirategies; &
relation to adjacent community woodland/fields. o arevie un reviow

Other observations:

This tree with red house marks the north boundary of the fibrary
area (as Rossi's does the south); and it bagins the sense of the
more private zone: this type tree phenomenon occurs repeatedly
in the Victorian tree plateau {see 24) between here & the northend.
The strength of shadows, long in winter (here in late afternoon), vs
bright sun animates the street— with both welcomed and forbiding
climatics— as summer/ winter extremes to engage or mitigate.
See adjacent comments regarding walks, parking, contiguous
green strips, lateral connection desired, utility wire comments.
Compare with previous photo: how the shift slight in vantage has
significant difference of space/ enclosure, light; more pronounce
sense of plateau elevation— and the feeling of receding dropping
southend siructures into the lower, wider, south terrace node.

I'_.'EE
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& PHOTG SURVEY: “ORSERVATIONS
{See Analyip sectlon for U]l category deacripti ons)

22bb IHE} Just hajmnl:l the midstreet Lee Library Node {continued):
- pnce: for a valued local mix .
nmmmm WMMIMWWM

(Foreground lefly: the residentftenant “rad triple decker " is

one of the streets very modest (but significant s.f, private floor
space) res structures— in key location. Parch, steps. & adiacent
retaining wall area (thematic of the street), along side drivewny--
provide some archtypal proxemic separation. Polentialf comfortatie
sunshine & shade & elevaled ‘prospective-refuge’ views: is a good
profofype (though in typ disrepair, with opportunity to improve for
users); as well it “projects” that spirit (contiguous resident hill) to
observers. (This sense of local neighborhood 'residential presence’
woven In various densities into Lee's downtown mix is important).
The buiiding mass/walls has strong rectalineal cut on sky/comidor.
Facade texture and color has an affinity with library's— for a local
kinship (domestic and civic) between them. Era porch & posts are
mark a personal place, & scale of rhythm relating to adajant bidgs.
& breathes the long comidor; comice aligns 10 (ako red) S Main Blids
while addressing eastward the sunny s1, & river woodland beyond.
However, iraffic on busy days can be vis & audio overbearing

for residents (eq noise inside). An additional sense of defensible
space is wanted; eg by possible parking breaks set back);

Client mentioned a desired ‘street planting & yard protection'.

Asa pmtotrp-u side yan:l sttuaﬂnnu there is needed pusmhle sami -

Dﬂpﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ]’ farv&rluus res ﬂmﬂurﬁ rmprmred privata front, side
back vard space (eg privafe green/ patio or parking , with pub

to private transitions) and buffering (land/fence/plant) sirategies; &
relation to adjacent community woodland/fields. e arevie i reviow)

Other observations:
This tree with red house marks the north boundary of the fibrary
area (as Rossi's does the south); and it bagins the sense of the
more private zone: this type tree phenomenon occurs repeatedly
in the Victorian tree plateau {see 24) between here & the northend.
The strength of shadows, long in winter (here in late afternaon), vs
bright sun animates the street— with both welcomed and forbiding
climatics— as summer/ winter extremess to engage or mitigate.
See adjacent comments regarding walks, parking, contiguous
green strips, lateral connection desired, utility wire comments.
Compare with previous photo: how the shift slight in vantage has
significant difference of space/ enclosure; light; more pronounce
sense of plateau elevation— and the feefing of receding dropping : o
southend structures into the lower, wider, south terrace node. LEE  FHOTOSURVEY VANTAGS PoINT




23: [SSE) View from mid Main St platesu: Saint Mary Church place,
a special mid street zone— a more local, open area.
Saint t Mary's presence with stark-bright honest facade

literally & figuratively illuminates the mid streef area .
Az we poll awav from the southend, the natursl anavonm and
wwwummmg
ilater more privats activity, mare spaced becomed dominant.

* This mid-street area should be protected against the dominance
of commercial uses or excess bullding density in proposals.

Saint Mary Church-— another of Lee's important neighborhood
churches— with valued green open yard, cccupies an important
less commercial, private area of mid length Main St. (It is exactly
halfway between the mare active and commercial Southend and
Northend of Main St), Specifically, Saint Mary's brings a local
established civic-refigious presence amidst the enduring vuinerable
residential neighbarhood, and the nearby civic library (with flag).

* (See landuse map) Saint Mary's extends the sense of a ‘npliglocs Bne’ of uses on
east Main intermittently between chd activity on east Main Street (geographically
wdends from Congr Church, to Saint George's, to here— symbolically "paraliel to the
river & pointing north 1o iks source}. The churches have deep value for downtown
residents, and grester-Lee area residents brought in . Such elements of community/
architectural diversity ls important fo downtown fabric (analogous to Frankdin St):

* The existing spatial & commurdial “decompression” here is also synergiatically
important vs and for the north & south street ends; and it can engage the e/w pattsm
of localimunicp or polential recreational-river uses desired through hers ,

* The yard has important weekly & seasonal church functional uses,
and aesthetic & symbolic value that spills out to the neighborhood.
The green yard (eroded from original quality limited ped hard
space)— can be restored or expanded, and better part of town
opens space from south end, library, to northend.

* St Mary's sidewalk wall is ‘fitting unique’; & good ‘thematic’ of
(though fragmented) Main St, well expressing terraced hills; it here
marks a proxemic sense of traditional built yard space; with the
fence-pillars, spaced, carries architecture's pilaster/motif proportions.
St Mary's Building's side & backyard lawn combine as significant,
though not formally space accessed or designated for outdoor use.
Aftemoon sun is most significant here-- white refiected; other
areas of church yard offer all exposures (seasonally is pos or neg)
The yard (like library's) has a few personalizing good moderate
shade & smaller [gun frees are valuable; (but not cimatically significant).
Main St streef-frees are lacking much of area, though see ¥24 tree area.

= Lateral apen space parcels provide important efw vista corridors
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{At foreground left): One-way Academy Si, used locally from High St

{to res, school, or through) atiows church servicelaccess, spillover

parallel parking for church (with Main St).; See reverse photo #.

Epecial Observations:
* The ghurch, triple decker & their projection to southend bulkdings—especially by

comice Nnes' vistal conivection thal helps define, integrate long corridor Spacs.

* The church /Avard place is between (i) Academmy St (noke conifer), & () red triple
decker is a Main 5t ‘zom' analogous fo the libraryfyard piace between red tripie
deciker & the southend commercial row. The church's lange block buliding, and block
yard spaces— make a good coarse masaSpace texune, & jateral Space inferiock, 1o

p mmumvﬂ-mtmmmm:mmmm.hn

mmmmmmemmmmm

type front facade (Hie the commercial faces)— but paladian shaped/ proportioned,
plus detail: Inesi-scroll Moiding omament (ke Moran hovsa), 8Ky bive door, skendes
tall-arc windows, & anthropomorphic pitasters “ifting the croes” facing Main St,
mmm.m.mmummmhmmmm

{0 phoko 24} I8 in contrast to commercial brick buildings & mil, while block proportions,

fat face, comidor ines are harmonious; articulation befits the religioud usa).

* The Sairt church, the red decker, white Victorish residencas (phoko 24) 80
this part of strest— va the snclosed southend or norhend commercial aress, o s

connecting to hills & river: an effect sense that should be carefully
preserved. However actual lateral pedest access can be stronger,

Parallel parking on Main for mixed use: res, church, & nearby com-
mercial is ample:cuhvmhwdd!um;hrlormwﬂn Main;
WWMM.WHCMM in local scale
W.WWMnnshbﬂsﬂlmhﬂd:Wis
ummm{h-mm}ﬁrm“,mmm—
-ruﬂnummruﬂpuﬁwﬂmmch&rﬁdﬂmn more public
mﬂwwwwmmmwm.nm

diffarant, yet have haymonious proportions /simiar larger sire of architechune & yard -

Naote: The church alsa aligns with commencial bulidings on opposite s of Main St—

enforcing & semi ganssway biock affect for the sirest Zone (sicng with special greet e #24)

* From here the soutnend Congregational stespia (s ‘detum’ in othver photos) ks Simoes
momentariy hidden; but in distance we see its thin needis top (behind red resident

building)— calling out at the very heighl of foffom Mary'e cross. This link to oval park

& far Congregabonal Church- onents s to southend, making a lecalizing connection
Distant southend conifers read 'strong scale erminus’, telng low oval park terrace.
The conifier shown frames (e treughos ACIdEMY 51, connedhs 10 SMMW teminus
conifers. (VWinter evergreen extends good space infrasuct support, nel to nature).

WIMWHIMWMMMH.IWWH
chisrch, full size triple decker house carries the red color form (but in wood) of the
southend brick commercial row— with visual lines thus extending the feel of

long Comidor conBnUty. The decer prch besattes space from soutend to Marys, & Viclorians in# 24.

. w{mmm}m&& cary & bullt subvhythnr in the
longitidingl space, against the distant proffes of Barkshire fandscape; & suggest &
pentie cupping of a coridor subceling, while the wires cross-angle iaterally.

The edsting subdued sense of commercial signags i appropriate here.
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* PHOTO SURVEY: “OBSERVATIONS"
(See Analyel sottlon for flll casegory-descriptions)

23a: (E) View from mid (length) Main Street: [
of one-way residential Academy Street—
old school {magnificent stone architecture) at terminus,
against east hill woodland and conifer foreground & ridge).
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This side-street has the most substantis scape/condition of
downtown: Generous residential yards; wonderful old deciduo
tree stands & conifer (with arcade and silhouette attributes, plus
recent (spotted) sidewalk strip trees— strongly embrace the
corridor- though in need of replacement/ maintenance in future.
Double sidewalks (e.g. connect school/ grounds district);

parallel parking makes good use of wide 1-way street’; (asphalt
berms— need upgrade (& plow tolerance). This favorable resident
area should be protecled from vehicular! public encroachment, &
upgraded with replacements. Adjacent parkland space can be
upgraded, & better connected to the several school/play grounds.
See other photos and comments reganding poles and wiring—
here the rich density of wooden timber-poles marks e/w
conneclion with older streetlight bowls— as well as the nfs
"crossing through forest”. The visual absorption of trees makes for
visual computability that allows a reading of functionally aesthetic.
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* Note: on all other side sirests— curb trees are quite lacking, with eroded arces in
immediate need of upgrade. Side-sireets can absorb emengency "spillover” parking—
but sigrage reeds 1o regulate per area as residents desire, and to direct to new
off-slreet parking. The sense of more private neighborhood area in complement to the
rest of downitown ks Important 1o strengthen o to endurs the nest century.

* Speclal interpretational Observation Comments:
Hmmmm.mm and sl architecturs share a scale.
*The stone tower especiaily matches, scale anthropomonplic/iprght form of conifers.
The conifer peaks evoke the spirtual; the restied stone mass, is of this world, swails”,
“The sirest has a good generous-private scale golhic sensa— with the accentric k,
fextured gray stone structue— fowering, guarding, walching— and with sligned ‘door’,
among the white Victorian masses and cupals; note the harmonious participation of \
af windows and peaks in the landscape, while roofs assent individuaity of back,
reddish, or coppar-green. Here toc— 5o diferent in Snow vs leal v speing / autumn
color ave siriking stark Mackensd Gme-famiar yet sublima branches, and a thame of
conifer spotting frame the comers of the foreground, & ridge fine of the background—
creating an “occupying sense” of special dark evergreen snclosure. (The conlfers are
as rustic-soft as the sfone s rustic-hard, The conifers anchor the ground, sice fexture
the sky In stratified rdges whie the deciduous branches ol window pane wadges). * *The stone tower, as the conifers, are rooted in the geological base--
Flanes of grass domesticizing neighborhood yards as wed s old fairace coverage, but point & reach 1o the sky, as do the Berkshire hills— with a strong
FRON LR AACHR SEWER, SIS N O O Way=0 I (LONASY. 9 presence of ‘overlooking’ town. The deciduous trees bring vibrant space,

private, absorbing, immersed” in the hif—- giving ihe area a sense of being & ; . : ;
river-lemace above, (“settfed, protectad, joumeyed away from the fver)— with light, environmental protection, a sense of enclosure and of nuturing ‘rich

sunnises and sunsets lerminating the strest ands— marking their own sense of accompaniment’ along the streel/yard grid of neighborhood struclures™ .
complefe permanent placeness— vs the more mixed, public active uses & spaces of This strong natural base and man built physical environment well
M, 51 & opefr RIR St ({3 you Welk or ke e vaios W o & beo-way support, befit, and metapharically symbolize a good established and o

sidasireets, you fesl the toffrom dichotomy of the hits, vs the mver; In contrast : : L ST
the nds streefs fead the longitudingd Nde “song” dver. or with' the terrace, Propossis wilifull community”. (Such should be protected; other areas of town LEE PHOTO SURVEY VANTAGE POINT

showld understand such innate quIMes of downtown, and rspond ‘wholsticay™ may be strenglhened , analogous 1o their role, in this regard).



= PHOTO SURVEY ! “ORSERVATIONS

e dnalyais sedtiom R full calegarydlescrpnim

23b: (W) View from mid Main Street library, down Theater Street, is
on good direct axis to lower Arobi {Aroldil Senior Center.
(Arobi faces the river on opposite side). This {pink) building
has vertical and horizontal expansion possibilities to
accommodate an expanded community center— as has
been requestad by citizens.

Midphoto: note {pink) Arobi building/ spatial articulation, with
fine sunpocket/ enclave opportunity for pedestrian provisions &
use (now absent & treeless)-- & with random parking/ st service
conflict. Interesting 'stightly skewed' building afignment {frees
itself a bit from the grid, articulating the Eaton /Backside more
dynamically) addresses a river orientation while aligned with Lee
ILbrary (behind camera). Dpw shed is annexable (unshown, on river).

(Foreground left): is the gld Theater Building to be demolished,
presenting Opporunity for new building(s) is here— integrated
with pedestrian axis from library to Arobi, river area— as part of
lateral spine. impartant single great tree on eroding slope needs
protection-- other trees lacking—- need tie o town space/ plants.
(Observe how the forground earth grade & old tree vocabulary

connacts with good affinity to distant hilllandscape). See Proto 3 for
reverse view o libary and opposita hills: This sirect feals the v terace & vallsy.
{{Note the significance of this bulkdings strong mass § dark planel facades
depicting the strong Barkshire light: al onca defining the n's Main Strest comidor,
and framing a powerful opaning of al\w [ateral space from Doth directions; new
buliding(a) (comresior mun) is requested. (This street s part of Lees inherent
Improvable municipal qaud-axs: libary, arobl, mussum, courthouss))),

The sireet/axis and adjacent areas has no pedestrian walkways
or spaces; steep grade change reflects wonderful valley terrace
topography, but requires vertical & horizontal design resolution
for safe walking & vehicles especially In winter. Cars randomly
park, including in mud walking areas. {Proposals should resolve
this axis for space and function— while respecting and enhancing
the site's grade character in whole Housatonic Berkshire context,
{The conveyed sense of miltown-landform /river connection is
relevant).

in far background, beyond river is the picturesque image of west
landform hill with sprinkied yard & well sited residences. meets
Berkshire sky. (The river for them however is an unseen barrier,
without direct pedestrian access— they too are separated from
downtown (though endure uninspiring views of Chopper/ Eaton
parking service areas in winter)- with potential to walk this axis.




24: 3 View from MNorth-mid Main 5t: p ‘Victo g o :
a distinct and locally respected “quieter old naighhurhnud Main st zone"-—

residents, full trees... site spirit to protect as part of evolved ‘town’ fabric.
rnmmmmmuummmmmwmw.
mrtmm“hh:umnmhmmhmmupmmﬂdhm

* This photo shows a very subtly-special and cared about part of downfown—
eastside Main between Academy & Ferncliff Streets. A pronounced final strong
stretch of the mid Main St landform plateau base (before reaching the northend
node’s landform climax), with the presence (left, east) of traditional white-painted
set of modest Victorfan homes, p.tuswmm&ﬂwn spacedmag#ﬂcﬁ#sfam'y

s&wuisnmmmf#ed nuxnd wﬂhmm open ya.rﬂs& asphakt
msmwmmmmfmemmmmmma
rmmmmsWMwunmmwmmﬂWdﬂnmmm
mmwm-mmdmmmmm.uw
mnm—mm:mamm,mmmmmmumm
putwand with larger sense of iver land & surrounding Berkshires)). In detail:

* The Landform base of this street area is a “certain” upper plateau, with an
‘elongated acropolyptic’ feel that desirably distinguishes (subtly isolates) this area
from the rest of street— yet it still naturally relates to the far contextual geology:
umm-'mumfmwmmwwmmum.hw
oval area streel node (with conlfer terminus) is revealed as a contrasting climactic trop of lower temmace,
hidden below grade with a visual suspense, defered in the distance— thus giving this (foreground) area a
sanss of privacy (and the street as a whole a dynamism of zones). This contrast reciprocally conveys this
Wumum.smm.{m,mwmmmmm(@nmm
ﬂ'ﬂnm’smﬂ?ﬂldeiuni—hlhm-wbhmmkuww,mmiwmm
mwmtmmwmmmmmmwmuwm upper
mid Main 5t) conveying a visual sense of Taleral motion' to the surrounding bowd of regional lanafonm .

* St Residences: white seres of fine gables (with a good modest Victorian sense) k
are important single & combined domestic structure/ places, carrying traditional -/‘
local identity-image: architecturally a distinct unily of sub-variations — a collected :
wholism defining this neighborhood area, as special to protect as such.

A house are white structures (in darkened glen) dark roofs , similar size, spacing, enduring residential * Residential Green-Yards, though individually moderate in frontage— read as very substantial— due
use, proud orlentation, addressing a common green frontagef nook setting, stabely trees, lining their to combined uniformity of lawns, trees, the sense of sireet as formal space, the overall ‘borrowed”
historically prominent "Main Street" location, commanding the old fiat terrace with formal conservative contextual landscape views, The yards have simuttaneous scale of vaiue:) act as private unit space (with
quaiity. But the callection ks yired in articulations, notably open or enclosed porches or stepe. Their drives, and side and back yards, adjeining quadrant fieids & wooadiand contedt, as is a combined presence
relatively generous size, and proud ordentation, behind their secure old trees, in their cwn setting; give them as one semi-priviale fronf resident area common— signifying! providing domesticity,8 is part of a whole

& steture of special neighborhood jewels. The established line proudly commanding the hill, addressing of fown green space civic strip (with ibrary green & other yards) connecting from oval park to northend
sireet, behind stand of irees fts Inner yard- individual but unify 2 a there yard the fact they enjoy command parceis. Thesa sanses can be sirengthened) and better connected with adjoing areas & total open system.
a view, part of town history.. Like the trees— the homes and community— are estabiished roched. * While this strong residential aspect is predominate, there is also spotted a very

' [(Beyond— structures act as a south defining edge to this sub areal):

Salt Mary Chitrch s at far midground left (see also ph 23); The white color of church associates with
homes’, expressing a local domestic kinship; the library's low wall has some continulty, re see northend.
In distance: red tripfe decker and (and adjacent brick commercial Disiiding read (dark) as a midsineet
gateway, anclosing thia photos subarea of white structure in irees within the larger of comidor; further on,
Leo Library zone enforces a sense of civic (with Mary's religious} ‘nearby’ nelghborhood presence.

Light Commercial use— sdds important cbd activty, and that carries a link with the moderate
dominant commencial of south & northends, Comfortably comdsting ('slipped in' sastside) we hare sea
Lee Pizza and more definingly on 1t west side are other local business (o) Lyons. These add important
cbd activity, camying a link with the more commercial south & north end— while not diminishing the
predominant residert character. Proposals should respect the residential predominance- whike for a
downtown balance. of good diverstyfmix. Note: Anather fiag in foreground echoes the library’ flag ().

= H * ¥ '_| =]
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* PHOTO SURVEY: “OBSERVATIONS"
{5ee Analyii setion for full category-descripdons)

24a: (E) View from north Main St, of Fermncllif St (on a clesr sunny late winter &
This is the east side's narrowest {one-way) sides street; and

the most open, notable 'special-imegularly’ defined sidestrest—
spatially unique and in terms of its juxtaposed uses.

(At left): Lee Oil & Gas, with garage & open garage yard with

trucks; remaining street is residential/ basic tenant// architecture;
frontyards vary from tight to moderate; sideyards are larger;

modest field-grade lawns, some areas parched or mudded.
(Foreground) Main Street intersection, with n/s sidewalks between
faded crosswalk, adjoining eroding edges, curbless. Note This street
approximately aligns with Elm St intersection— but offset enough

to help protect from unwanted draw of through-use. (Regulation here
of vehicle types here, va Lipper Center St, High St Is potential, Sea RR St as well,

Femcliff sidewalk desirably occurs on one (rf) side with resident
drives, effective to separate from commercial drives. The walk
meanders appealing— personable and functional for the low
volume area; walk surface, and all asphalt edges erode, crumble
fall into street; erosion gullies occur in lawns. Summer heat
{uncomfortable; burnt lawns), winter ice problems are of concern

Strong tight cluster of rustic trees occur definingly at right side of
midstreef (bisecting the corridor). {(Sunny open area allows them to
have full canopy that reads as large masses amidst the street).
Trees are absent most of the street— rare spot- incidental, or open on
entire left beyond ends). Note foreground distinct tree fork gateway).

east hill-- strong scale Berkshire landform thnt defines tha aast
edge of town— and participates (with other landform surrounding
I:Inwrrtnwﬂ} in downtown's aﬂclnsing ‘bowl of temaces’) configuration.

SPE e character, in context gives it a
Iarger scale fﬂel & identity ammimg the adjacent northend & river area-
vs the "single cormridor” type space of other streets. There is a

desirable unique ambivalent and ambiguous ("Berkshire regional-
characteristic™) of open aimost nodal space with vibrant narrow road &
walk winding through— often not found in grid built areas. Here

you feel the grid town as determined by terrace, and constrained by
hill- fitted into nature. One can see and then the twisting, and rising
east ends of grade, depicting the forces of larger scale landform- signals
a longitudinal terrace of high St. (This good larger open space quality
may be maintained, while carefully strengthening of planting of comidor).

creafes a "commanding & absorbing natural selting” (with distant
residences buffered within upper woodland presence), in complement
to the open part of Femcliff residential area. This particular powerful
Yocal' bow! form of space is hyper formed by a parabolic siope exponen-
tially rising eastward (or descending west to river) . This makes good,
unique 'unstatic’ & luring enclosure, cuvarfng 1/3 of horizon, against
foday’s blue & wisped sky. Conife AVEIS
Seasons, makesagmdmmgmmhgwﬂtexrnmmtyof
enclosure. As one walks ar drives or simply observes: the street has

Spacial observational notes: remarkable east-west ‘approaching vs departing” polar-dynamism: le
From this street we truly sense a very unique strong end enclosure: the foreground west end!flow more exposed open- the spatial fateral
of heavily wooded geologic mass & oblige profile, making a distinct east thrust to mill) vs the east slope, presence of forested high hill)

horizon {pointing north fo pinnacle/friver area). lfs strong presence (Mote: see photos of adjecent views of n end summit, pinhacle of across river for context, LEE  PHOTOSURVEY VANTAGE FOINT
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25: (NW) View from north Main Street : foward the Northend Node
to Joe's Diner; in background is Eagle Mill (stack), on river;
with (far) south face of acclaimed north landform “Pinnacie”-
with residences, woodland & conifer- ridges-- variously
importantly dafine the layered north enclosure of downtown.

*M&HDHTFEHD&I"W node™: hm#mhamm
upacw mmmtm&ﬂ mﬂrmd',a v the quieter
resident’ commerclal mid-Main St comidor]. And i terms of space, his
northend nodo s more local scale Irmegoiar complex, high slevated (vs the
southoend lower lerrace axpanse of varmied CorTidor). (Pl deseription at pbote %),
* In all, ﬁmmwummhﬂnumwlmmn
a neighborho iocke! secondary galeway,. (Osmbies phats 26 & 23, 23, & mil for o nods)

As one moves on foot or in vehlcle—{compare sequential photos}—there Is
dramatic change in the sense of strong topography and space. The
Milltown/ Housatonic rustic geologic site character ('mill-fitting”) site
is evident: in the build up of functional walis {depicting the lateral
force), the good platforming of walk, the juxtaposition of distant
buildings with far-distant hills; this mill stack is a shifting datum
analogous to southend cong steeple; vs southend open expanss— reciprocally felt.

(Foreground rf): residential yards occupy north Main; (with raised
front & side lawn) private siep/walks, a few trees, foundation planting.
This street side has parallel parking, unique high wall-curb with
mill-thematic industrial iron rails & notable mised asphalt sidewalk.
(The wall & its raised walk give a special, authentic site-generated
character, and local Berkshire identity, plus veh/ ped separation--
although with some concem of bamier (note setback for car door;
see with winter plowed snow) and lack of HC. This good theme
however is fractured from other unireated areas and functions. ais«
Walk widifis are fine for simple walking. but very limiting for other
uses & comfort, and as would be wamanted by existing important
adjacen! usas (eg phots 26), the paramount node location, and very
prominent views; crossing (all directions) is long, undirected, and
sometime dangerous (eg snow) especially on Center St hill (rt), or
in relation to non-stopping on Main St. to/from wide-cut tumn (at left).

gt

Lrl'_l"!'l- ot 0N 2
[ 2 'j_'_ff’.-;

((Climatic exposure (pos/neg) is full here: with good light & shacow h B
countering the nis axis; mitigation at bulldings and parcels is desired}). Existing/ Inherent imporiant Spatial Characier (= very valuable lo enhanca) , ¢) Then hackyard areas; then lower elevational mill or canal residents— open space s

Swan street light, (rail matching) green iron pole, & concrete base This Node is interestingly a complex-lavered, mers cpen. and imequiarty defined than or selective parking or bulll uses may be studied, Ses ownariip. Vista needs. protection. f ( “ogp

upon walk, is of good industrial era / mill vemacular, moderate RS [ ) S TOSRN gl of virfodt (Tha node has @ loose rdial attachment of bullt & unbull vista camidors to better J\ |

J : I . diversity’ (built & natural) localize, but In Barkshire’ Millown vemaculanity. Essentially  themalickze: (shown above) rt of Joes, plus (see other photos) Canter & Main Strest et

scale (vs large interstate scale aluminum poles elsewhere). & joose half-quad summit of buildings, within karger Biomorphic enclosurs; Speciicasy! ports, and the larger Frasier comer parcel (see other photos)— open radial of vista \\ it

(Wooden utility poles, seen in distance, on Center St. follow rte 20) @ ianernode s a summit area vaguely occupled by the ssphakt strest (with vehicles), caormidor & Lnique vaniage space to enhancel). N '

Local scale street lighting is lacking. Worthisnd dencrigtion Offen dominating) marked by semi-edges of disjoined curb/walls walks, utifty poles. m"ﬂ“mwmwhmnmnmwm

Ll PRReN o {(-The dominating asphait expanss (of the perpendicular road often cbetructed by busy @) The dominant enclosure of distant blomorphic-dinear lanc ——
* Note: There exists ample street parking (that displaces potential traffic)- & the fragmented pedesirian definition- detracts from the sense of this mmﬂwmlwhdﬂummwm (This Pinnacle
i ion) & potential new off-street pa Elm St exdsting town node and the greater landscape, and of ntegrated active local voes, partakes in the ‘fenestrated-bow’ enciosing of the (tefraced) downtown, skona
pedestrian expansion) & pofential new off-sfreet ps eg b) Then several buldings with slisht suberticutation ok sy i g ‘08 v
or Joe's side to warrant eliminating some on-street parking for aligned perpendicular around Intersection creates a hall-auad architectural effect. VR T oy i T ,__ML{, ;S
PHOTO SURVEY VANTAGE POINT

extra pedestrian walk width & special space w planting amenities ((Their useful character fsprit should be fostered- white simiter activity can be added. LEE



# PHOTO SURVEY: “OBSERFATTONS"
[See Analysis secthon for full eaisgory-deseriprions)

26 (NW, in the Northend Node (Main/Center Intersection Summit area):

vital ‘local' uses & layered space: but weak & disconnectad.
* There is call to mngﬂun the Northend's existing degirable

\ateway essential character:
:‘Ul-. toﬁnmﬂfﬂmlwﬂun“mnm

residents occur oulside node on N Main & upper i, Canal St)
{Space: Lyyered rings of enclosurs, plus an imporiand vista comidor

vizspally penstrates througlt to mil, beyond river, il snd sky)).
Pods e cynansl squreliel BEeve shargpe e povviian plesde 18] -

The Northend: a valuable spatial node, terminus, elevational climax
dramatic end summit plateau-- a powerful genfus-loci— overlooking
the river valley, immersed in the presence of surounding landform.

{"Local people work, ive, everyday spend in prassnce of this appealing idiosyncratic
netursl landscaps” & historically roolad, anduring but threatened slte: to sustain®).

Sequenced arrival info this high north node synergistically follows a
st corridor, & active progression of rising grades, as experienced in
vehicle or on foot. (Compare the dramatic changes of on & off-site
elevation/ enclosure-layering relationships & scale. (M steck is datum))
Up close upon this summit pistesu, the distant Pinnacle Hill enclosure &
sense of full dver/mill site becomes dominant, (Riverand drops bo n & w),

mmmmmms. thm L*- lls‘ﬂm.nLunlﬂﬂnu Hﬂlﬂﬁil!&
r_ahlﬂu. & no unlfl'ying mnaptinn of the impurtanl walk/wall theme:

Mediating ][ﬂﬂﬁ_ﬂm_m on slte dﬁuspltu cllmaltc & spaﬂnl call,

{Farsground Rf): Raised asphalt sidewalk, with mill-vemnacular iron
railings & steps; concrete walls & iransition to low curb. (Main vs Center
curb/iwalls are parpsndicutar. uﬂmmmmmhm
Sidewalk has modest wi pd . g G g
ﬂmmhmrormmmmmmmm [-lﬂﬂ}ﬂ'
breaks, sdending mesting & resting area for nearty workers, residents; vending af
siores axtend Joa's ‘svolved * town masting spot stetus analogous to the postofTics b
outdoors. Desirslines occur all directions, to neighborhoods & streets— but especially
frustrated toffrom Joes block (locals iry gather) or lower mill (workers cut Hhrough)).
Center/Main intersection is perpendicular; general thrustraffic tums
fast informal adhoc wide angle toffr lower Center (st i); Upper Center
im has local resfthru traffic, some service. (No stop sign, ped signal,
or crossing— can be a very dangerous intersaction in bad weather).
Center St has swanlight/ wooden pole; Utility-wires cross & follow rd.
No local scale lights. Modest good local scale signage (is here much
less dense or refined than southend: ie more private/working /local.
Parzsllel parking on-street; with painted crosswalk. (There is ample mdsting
& potential offstrest parking, so to reduce some on-street for wider padesirian use).

nﬂdﬂmﬂm Mhﬁuﬁrnﬂwﬂm mmungnm“u
arva frame; and prospecthve views, along with bay window of Joes Buliding, Various
slight enclaves and projections modest architectural articulations ad some limibed.

* This is a good protolype fos adding adiacent uses og In parts of Fralser land (unshown)

—
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(Midground le): Deloved_Joe's Diner is a landmark local establishment,
usad dalty by workdng o res people, , commulers— and some interstatens.
with a reputation among reguiar triveers, Acciaimed on tv Chronicle for ke beaf sandwich.

* Joes it side empty parcel= crucial for a viste— is available too for eg

parking, outdoor space or walkway with mill'river connection .
{Mid distance) The most significant Esgie Mill - Ses history saction; and
Center bridge photo, Location is recessad (with woriong prvacy) & st lower grade:
saen from Main signifies fverivatey; aliows pinnacis hil to be sean; chimney stack
“datum” infercepts compare photo 25 & Genter bridge, Hidden mill part behind Joes
grves an interlocking affact, sanse of mystery & motion to mil (s the river itsalf haa).

* The fver COMAOr pet wideg Can provide important accommeodations fo-
the mill & adjacent northena uses; as wall as recreational connection
with a riverpark are :(sew photo from Cent 5t. bridge and contiguous Elm, Eaton

* (Far distance): Geologically special pinnacie landform s background,

with absorbed residents— as logically part of the noge. (Analogous to
weel hill resicdents enloy a me loentity of temace site, ssorbed— N0 access to the river).

* Thin photo comeye to neasder a valuable of generols amolni
of potential sres svaliable to belter organize: for a balsnced vehiouiar, and increassd
useful integrated pedesiran space, croesings, planting, ighling— connecthe with
m-[ugmi F-t:l,mm}& mmm

mmmm hm:l & thematically intagrating
Iaterad conmections to mi#l, neighborhood, re-utiized parcels, rver arsa sinsst_ with
enhanced sense of greatsr landscape contexi— is desired. in this way, the northand
28 3 whole can be sirangthened &8 a spedal neighborhood nodasacondary gatewa )y
plece: of sirong-diverse laysred space/dednition, of landiorm clmax, open vistes
nd fidl possreg cimats, of entrenched expandable focal uses.

An interssting sy for proposals is the msoiution or edpiolation of edsting o added
forms that may be relevant © rectalineaiily (of quad), circularity (of node-ness), or
Bbomaorphics (of tha river & Berkshires)— whils imporimnt functions ars Improvad,

- e ' i
LEE PHOTO SURVEY FANTAGE POINT



= PHOTO SURVEY: “OBRSFRVATIONS"
[See Amalygis section for Tall category -descriptions)

27: (SW) From Center/ North Main Street, of the “porth vacant parcel”
(acropolyptic terrace) overlooking river: no access or use.

A great opportunity for opénspace or néw building proposal.
(This & contiguous land may be avaitable for town or private use).

This parcel space locates the (ambiguous) spatial center of
northend node: it is proximate to the Mill, Main/Center Street
‘local’ stores & many residents above and below Main S5t. (Note
the canal St. residenis below). There are a few on-site trees— but
valuable contextual layering of vegetaion and space: le ((The
parcel(s) has landmark rermmant conifer (slicing sun & breeze)
(readingsublime or picturesgue)— depicting the tums of decades,
& several small streettrees-- against a midground channel of tall
conifer & full canopy decid trees— against riverbank woodland
line— & finally the far looming west hill foresl/ vegetative layers.
Within the parcel, grades sink & ground is eroding. The sidewalk
perimeter/defining edge curves connects both streets— but is
pamow & in disrapaic with irregular curb line; vehicles tum
quick without stop/ pedestrian light. There are no crosswalks or
HC (to famed Joe's Diner, and Eagle Mill area or east Main St.
{No walk or formal access engages the area beyond sidewalk).

* Adjacent Fraiser Building (behind bus) has demolition option for
combining parcels. Area south of Elm may also be a future option

Inu‘adﬂ:h fora stmnmhﬂnﬂd nnﬂhnuﬂ_nlhhmﬂlﬁm.mdﬂ
secondary gateway” analogous & complementary (o an improvad
Cwval Park south node, terminating Main Street. (See existing pevt).

{(Workers and adjacent diners have looked for & place for breaks. Chikiren & parents LR A — A S et st . 5 s e o A
want a piace for play; others want to maet & enjoy whenaver with the river view. The
wn sses opportunity for & synenglaing commercial bese or residential mix and chic and the background west hili. We also sense the ancient evolving

eniry to bolster the northend 23 a whole, for a belanced downtown spaceuse polarity)).
The climate here is most exposed Berkshire extremes: to full sun ,
wind, snow & rain; these are vifuous qualities at times of different
seasons, but wanting of (eg tree, landform or structural) protection

of river geology & succesional planting; and as a topographical
river site— built upon & throwgh— ie we can feel the determining
forces of the of the town. Ses sdajacent mill (1) and unused Eaton/RR fiver).

other times. As summit, in prominent surveying/proximate focation Note how the pronounced presence, the strong mass, & oblique
to people, the built, as well as natural topolriver land diversity— it profie, very strong looming qualty of the “west hill'~ carefully

is a true uncelebrated genus loci— perhaps the most or patentially oy 4 % R
most dramatic spot in town to engage— especially via the corridor. Hith he Sxeqmind parcel. ¢80 the parcel to even grade
R, ol taolk ot sl sefinition diminishes he innate sis would eliminate midground view of Canal St/ bids for integration
qualities that the entire northend can embrace, identify with, and take advantage of. of land and planting). Foregrownd road seems aiready fo embrace
(Phologreph does not convey the actual strong/ patantial exparience of this locale). embrace the far hill. We feel the urge to waik, penetrate, and look

) geeper through. ((On sie discussons with clent smphasized with excitement

’ this - that the parcel secms “jus’ fght” for 2 north commen neighberhaod common (oplion ; A
From this location OO SBASE I e e of adoed bullding)— in complement o the southend— ta strengthen this area 23 & LEE  PHOTOSURVEY VANTAGE FOINT:
mmmughﬂmlawartamm between he this uppartarmnes sustainable neighborhood node/secondery gataway, & witle connecting the river




» FHOTO SURVEY: “OBSERVATIONS”

15ee Aralpsis section for ful) catsgory deseoripliong)

28:
L]

{(SE} From Center Street,

formidable view of northend (vacant parcel)— with

wonderful acropolyptic terrace character- but eroded,
inaccessible, unused. (Note; “One must actually be on site to sxperience the
strong feit spatial dynamics of this approach, and then stand within the parcel to
appreciate the real CortexTUa SPICE" (Any 2-dimensionsl photo Is Smikd In convying space]):

This approach from fhe west hyper-reveals the generous space,
prominent location/context, and intensity of grades. The sense of
terrace grades— a pivulnl rivar—luﬂhinn summit amidst Housatonic
landform setting is made ackside
edge-—- dramatically meallmmwm This
is a genus loci place, naturally & built {com/res/mill) node locale—
proximate to workers, residents, visitors— now can be claimed.
The inherent summit quality (which is weakened by the vague
evoding faling grade is stilf strong— and can ba much stronger.
{{(We see from here how Center and Main Street importantly wraps
the valuable abandoned parcel, to define it (though weakly) as a
canter subnode within the larger (ambiguous) built node, within
the greater surrounding natural landscape node. This is a
potentially stronger corridor terminus & landform high-elevational
climax space, in complement to the southend lower fiat node)).

(Eareground): Original raliroad tracks pass through— dividing afore
area vs the vacant parcel-- though visually unifyable. Poles fesws?)
appear random— either as obsiructions or as milltown-authentic.
Sidewalk is quaint but eroding & functionally questionable

Curbs are imegular, sinking; sand of winter (dangerous in snow) .
(Upper far right): Fraiser buliding is up for demolition-- inviting a
larger combining of parcels for new use. Sunny days have drawn
spontaneous, though limited leisure use here by workers and
neighborhood children. Schoolbus storage Is a recent ad hoc use.
MNote the layers of vegeation and space (within the ambigupously
defined the built town node. Background conifer ridge upon hill,
with residences between who could use this parcel space.

The single surviving dramatic conifer-- feeling high air, combing
the sunlight— in context of human scaled town— is a local

landmark, and with the adjacent resident turret becomes a gate.
(Spechal Observation: The scale of town is amall encugh that wonderful larpe conifer
reads a5 & memorable andmark of histonc pasaage. “All convers in fown call fo each
other, and the reglonal whole— espedally es Singulantes, accents, clusiers or
ridges— sgeins! deciiuous background™, The diafogue of (natural vs hist-sgriculiure
v3 hist-urban) type planting is one issie for propossis of greal challenge & possihiily .

atews d Noge sense is, as approached/
dapaned {fum or ::ar} on GemrSt (re the parcel), enhanceable.
Trees are desired to create space comfort, and to integrate the

sense of larger neighborhood node. Formalizing of grade-surface,

a stabilizing edge, and access is needed. Winter exposure is
severe here. Sunny exposure extends comfort season— but
desirable shade is needed during summer; wind hurts in winter.
Access hierarchy transition ‘types' (continuity, connections, or
separations) between here— and the flanking river & surrounding

stores, mill diner, mill, & hill residents-- is of interest. i the mittown
soittion— sakf one— we can "exaggerals he true Sumimit-’ River connection”.

LEE
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» PHOTO SURVEY: “0OBSERVATIONS"
{Sec Analysis soction for full category -descripteons)

29: (W) View approaching from lower Center St to the upper
MNorthend Main St local node [with formidable commercial/
residential block building, against looming east hill {forest
with striking conifer ridge): a dramatic, authentic structural/
aesthetic juxtaposition— of historic/present (bulithnaturalicultural)
vitality— and a memorable sublime /conic gateway image i ssses.

(Main Street tumns rt at top hill. River & Mill Is unshown, to left).
But disruptive traffic (eg other type truck) continues through--
dominating Lees character— with increased danger in winter.
Adequate parking: parallel parking and (overly wide) curb cuts
to off-street parking both sides. Pedestrian space/ use &
amenities are lacking. Glaring area in summer, lacks trees, or 1 3

x

ar = =
- v
]

sufficient awnings.
Foreground left: good scale/ mix collage of structures articulate
the road corridor (though in some disrepair), authentic signage
(diverse/ era/ theme): country grocery store (with traditional coke
maching); The mill, the stores, ifc, and recants ol depict different linkad sras—
sigrallying entreched monatum of a vitality-in-strupgle— that doesn't come easlly.
This commercial/residential hill wonderfully parallets the river;
However pedestrian space is unrelating to it, and limited in
general. Asphalt expanse extends ambiguously to front of the
buildings (in area of pedestrian/vending use), w/o pedestrian
connection to millf river. See historic photo: gone vending area.
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Foreground righl: Canal Street (rt) wide curb cut; open parking
expanse with KFC. Important ol tall deciduous stand & conifer
cary seasonal effects of space & light importantly- but else-
where trees have disappeared. Classic wooden poles & (better?)
old streetlight instead of Main St's aluminum), with criss-cross of
arching wires are vemnacular-- but no local scale lighting. Poles,
signs. Hydrant squeezes walk with diminutive charm, but restricts

* This powerful river topography determined Lees good roadway
layout and siting, and here the sequential experience of it in
either direction (“approach/enter/engage/depart)-- is reciprocal
with southend. Here shown- is after crossing the river bridge:

Center Street's vertical cfimb (gentle, but stronger than it looks in
photo) with the horizontal curve/straight and the distinctive pivot
tum onto the Main Street grid. Constraints & opportunities of the
natural landform base are of great extent in Lees past & future)).

{"Dynamic kinesthetic and swinging axial scenaric shifts— in answer to the
southend, bridged by Main Street— amidst the undulation or siraight pike of the D | ———
mﬁm—mhfﬂuﬂmhlﬂmmmmm'- 1EE omsugwyrmggﬁ;mﬁ- v




= PHOTO SURVEY: “OBSERVATIONS
(See Analysis sectiom for full calegary descriptions)

30: (E)

View from Laurel Street, of Eagle Milll/ River Area— a major
historic industrial use of the truly rich Housatonic resource—
is still active today. The mill area, as part of the river area,
holds a key to revitalization (in existing & many other ways).

Here the winter fver— within snow bankings-- swings from the
north (photo upper left), wraps the downtown northside in an

etwee B i snowned “pinnacie” landform (beyond
phato left); it then wraps around (photo lower right) to border the
whole eastside downtown (see photos of river/ Eaton area).
In distance, powerful east landform (where sun rises) creates a
special outer nodal enforcement-- along with north pinnacie.
This river landscape adjacent mill-- an original genesis point in
Lee history (ses text)- IS now inaccessible & underused, despite its
historical, natural, and potential recreational & expandable econ-
omic value. Besides lack of path/spaces & resolved gradepoints,
the brush is visuaily prohibitive & spatially limiting in places (while
provides good recluse potential in others— as this camera stands).

- I.L.

While the river is a deeply entrenched par of local Lee's identity--
yet unknown of by most outsiders—- the image, celebration & wide
use of the river at mill area is impoverished in proportion to its true
and latent greatness. There is opporune space for employee use
immediately edjacent fo the milf; plus the greefer riverside lands of
various geologicall plant/ and wildlife/ microclimate ‘diversity’ is
generous— so to seize & maintain as accessible public recreational
fconservation space, connective with all downtown space system,
and the remaining regional river area and trails.

* The dynamic vertical grades (walls/banks w/o stairs) & horizontal
shore offer opportunity for path/space alignment creativity. The
authentically based function/form is close fo Lee's essence— &a
clue for proposals: eg Manmade Zig-zag wall/ dams and rectalineal
structure vs natural biomorphic river-topog & radial-vegetation: are
an enduring milltown/nature juxtaposition aesthetic. Bridges and
artifacts on east downtown area of river, as well as (eg industrial)
structures of the greater Housatonic region are categorically
related, but accessibly and programmatically, unlinked.
w:mwmmwmmhm
furried sky— and refiects, or shadows fiike an historic sundial, upon cold water— just
s did in the previous certury, it bs = bocal fandmark aa well as new Englend authentic
form/use type. See photo (25) view of the mil & stack from north Main strest: The
Mh-ﬁm&hhmﬂﬂmﬂuulﬂmmhh
m.ﬁmm-mmhmmmwﬂqu.
In various successional stages and species. (of great, mid, and low size trees), brush,
fowers, grasses, & wildiife— in seasonal rivythms— participate with the Housatonic waber

* Note: The mill for area has a need and opportunity for proposed
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architectural additions: eg (penetrators; windwo/atrium; pedestrian
adjuncts); the shed area (foreground) has demolition-options for
structural or pedestrian uses to accommodate existing uses, or for
new (eg restaurant, commercial, civic museum/or education)
Brick, concrete, stone, iron, glass, & interior-products materiai.
and oid forms/uses are important vemaculars to continue, or
juxtapose— in this rich natural contexi— for 21st purposes.

* See River Analysis & rating: “the river has many scales of space

& time meaning brought to fee; i is a local delalied idiosyncratic
presence; and a greater regional phenomena that brings the entire
Barkshire ancient system and acclaimed New England archiypes
fo Lee. A nverpark, or any assoclafed business structural use
therefore would partake in these scales for recreational, soclal, or
economic benelif— continuing the tradiftion of Lee as ‘niver-vitatlized"




* PHOTO SURVEY: "OBSERFATIONS'

[See Anakysis section for full eategory deseriplinns )

33: (W] View from Elm Street, of the prided new
Sullivan Station Restaurant , rehabilitates the original
RR structure. (Compare this structure in historic photo. Itis
a piece of Lee’s history in a local landmark and in a
regional-connective sense— and so, differently, again}).

This SSR venture is good prototype of private seed-revitalization,
as the owners “life long Berkshire dream” comes true, The place
is already loved, and business will be successfiul, The authentic
working RR is intact. (Future commuler rail expansion is talked
of). The River woodland is "in the backyard®-- but not well related
at present, Pedestrian conneclion & useful inviting outdoor space
(as various functions at each side of building calls for) and lighting
is absent, (thematic potential uses are opportune (e.g. entry,
dining/function patio); Parking & service (seen at front) is
unlocated. Railroad/ Eim St asphalt abuts building with conflict.
Good trees occur in context off-property, but are mostly lacking
on three sides, have been desired by provisions patrons— as well
can integrate with town open space. (Wires are overhead).

Note: The windows suggest a train car that rides along the river.
And above the roofline=- here with clouds-- we see the even
background line of west hill forest demarcating the n/s flow of the
river - in which the railroad cuts diagonally through-— as il does
the gridded town. Seasonal vegetation & sky changes along this
line make valuable outer space enclosure of the r/backside area.

{(“The intersecting lines of the RR, town grid & river-- overiaid
upon the more biomorphic reaching pattern of vegefative
topography— on which cufture moves” is quite moving fo behold,
& is ‘feflling' (formafly. metaphorically, functionally) for proposals)y.
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* PHOTOQ SURVEY: “0BSERVATIONS”

{See Analywii segtion for full category-description)

34: (E) View from (unshown) Arobi Senior Ct of local “Theater Street"”:

(with condemned theater) up to the Lee Library (New Wing).
““Ymportant sirong ‘e'w visty' space corridor’: falled condition . With opportunity for
new bullkding, £ local walking connecting the sast & west halves of midiown-

fromt upper naighborhood i, fo the Jower community center & river ama”.
* (See 23D for reversa ‘suncet’ view, with other comments shared).

Steep 2-way unconstoucied roadway, is informally locally used to
connect Main 5t & RR area; there sre no sidewalks or padestrian
provisions: this Is unsuitable, uninviting, dangerous for vehicles &
pedestrians (especially in snow fice throughout winter); trees lacking;
lighting Is unsafe; rain creates a flood-way down sireet & is sides,
and collection at Rallroad St junction grosional-mud/ gravel area.
(At right): Oid Theater building is approved for demolition. (Shows at
north facade; loading dock stepd acoess, Lnorganized pull over, notable vemacular

dark brick & rail, @8 i courthouse & mill; Proportions of Main St long biock, or méll.
Roofine/ and corridor in proposals will be a “vista' issus in any new proposals.

“The similar forms of Theater and Libravy wing brings a unique ‘slight’ feel of quad, yet
diversifisd by: grades/ biomorphic land, and articulate tree & vider buliding forma/ color)).
(Left ): Foreground reskienca/garage; midground (on Main St) Victorian Triple
Decker Resldence (with archiype chimneys and porch toward river, afternoon sun).
Important healthy full tall soffary groat spacimen iree course lexture dark
branches betwesn snow ground & sionmy sky; prolific ssesonal fpiiage, shade In summer,

the volume is buoyant in the spatial opening— echeoing the curve of shy & the bowl effect
of distant town tandform; this tree has visual weight atop the old hill-banking and

connection with far hill; marka the inferssction & spatial enciosune of this street as placa.

Successional grass upnn old tnformal:y slope competes with erosion;
P ] 3 are abseni on remaining the street.

{In dﬁmcﬂ} see young planting at library; behind library are evident

gables of residences, yands trees of the neighborhood hill areas.

Parcel for potential parking is on left side of library,: other space arees surmound.

{Far Background: east hill, landformv old deciduous & conifer lines

on high ridges of the town bowl enclosure theme.

Special Notes:

» The footprint of theater, as weil as entire street and adjacent area
has been approved for a completely redesigned integrated proposal
of building & continuous pedestrian walk/space, planting, lighting.
Vehicle use may be oplional for proposais. + The great grade
differential particularly invites creative functional resolution for

pedestrians (with vehicular option for study)— suggestions eg of stepping
of bulicing/ badcony, ouldnor termaces can snhance the quality of Berkshire site,

* There is an incredible opportunity to create a substantial tmm irfiiy:
(1) of increased commercial / res 8 =
axis, and the flanking Main Streat comer, & Rallmad Et area. And
(2) to facilitate continuous linkage of different scale & types: between
specific places; basic town areas; and the contextual landscape.
This can include fulfilling the existing frustrated and potential
pedestrian /space desire-lines (along with traffic resolution):

{s) impraving the inherant MUNICIPAL QUAD need of walking
pattern between library, Arobi Center, Postoffice & Courthouse.

&} EW CONNECTION (axis thru): the east far hill; the municipal
grid hill (resident-neighborhood), and library— of the
commercial Main St— and (unshown ) the lower municipal
Arobi, and potential off-steet parking, and river and west hills.
{Nowhars s polential 80 pood es here for the local reighborhood to have their oan
connections between apacific municipal Arobl, PO Brary & river area (ve the more
public/ trafMc of Chopper, Eaton, Eim St) of 10 contine 3 spatial sanse & walk (sg
via Frankin) of larger lendscape. These "linkages’- of actual pedesirian access, of
aliowing of open breaze, arcing sun, views, and of the aw grades of town ane all
important to enhance and empetats, whiks ©dsblishing "place” struciural use Infil).

Enton/ Chopper Way aW & fo propose s _pisca n Eeelf, thal slso snhances or
axaggergies the physical’ 88 wel 83 ‘oriemations” and ‘symbalc’ hoizontal snd
vevtical BNKROSE. (hat integrate widle also accaniuste the indvidusl identites and
pafariies of Sanking aress, revealng these progressions: of lower (o bigher b
topography (conveying the lowns sirong erece charectur); of river to sky; of
sumrise to sunsel {‘showing the stert & end of day); of public & private uses.
The corridor shoutd sito slow  cescending cool lown o, o rising hol: and o fesl
SE summer broeZes (with profected winter NW wind): microclimate polanies.,
{Se0 sa0 & potential common theme with adjacent other alw xds sirests—  to
sncourage off streel parking, increase inter-activity including river).

* Here there is special challenge so different than the Eat mome vehicular cormnmarciel

o O 1 ™
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* PHOTO SURVEY: “OBSERVATIONS"
(See Anslysis ssction for full cabegOry-descriptions)

35 (SE)

aflroad gt b o Eaton Street— past (rt)
the barren backside nsphart & left-over dirt expanse.

This street is now Important as a secondary n/s route for access
to the west side buildings, and for (now underused) off-street parking.
Although (in contrast to the town grid) the roadway alignment has
a memorable visual/kinesthetic sense of nafural wayfaring in

m&nsr wavs anpaﬂlinm itisa mhﬂamatic point of traffic confusion/

that uould be barlterr wsed {Sm:rw mvemgafslurage brings out
further circulation anarchy). The innately simple,"built quad within
a regional natural enclosure” is destroyed by an evolved miasma
of draping wires-- all kinds, heights, directions— appearing to
strangle the area; transformers, cable/pole braces, and the
countering line of telephone poles (though have an honest functional
poatic of moving- demarcation in the language of wood), & antenna— and
unkept paint facades add to the chaotic forbidding sense of place.

The lack uf on- $i‘tﬂ fm&s is nl:n:lnus imponant for visual spatial
delineation of ped vs veh uses, and for micro-climate-- while the
river and far context is richly wooded. (Sew prev note re tree issues).

* But, the existing struclures already contribute good renegade-

rectalineal enclosure (with opportunity for more) in a partial grid : '\"F, d__: —’ﬂ_ﬂ:‘d )
pattem): Lt to Rt: White commercial block (with zig zag roofline in N LR 2t S
fine counterpoint to reposed hill, & an echo of the mill (photo 30); t 0 2“{% 1 ':;}raﬂ' \
Lee Pizza & AufoPars Store pink Park Cleaners, (& Post Office -],r” i-( n|
at river is unshown,). Far background, ri: Main St (Park Building ¥ iqlrg'L = ;' Jr”- . ;;THIL
with conifer) against wooded Berkshire Hill skyline-- gives some * Within this backside loose grid & 'lefl over infrasiruciuie is : A "[‘-u s ol )
visual/symbolic connection to both the southend & natural context opportunity to realign & reorganize all RR Street roadway and LR | 'T:.'rl__
The layers of enclosure- the immediate rectalineal urban, to the Eaton intersection, vs stationary parking ‘types’, with conneclive o, = : '}.
distant surrounding ring of biomorphic Hills— are important. walkway vs hard/green space (pub vs priv) at individual buildings. INGTA J = ;éi.'.l'.
There is also opporlunity for rehabbing, expanding, or adding of S BRG] . _~: _ﬂ,ll, -
(gt IO SN RIS e new buildings possible of com/res or municip use. With integrated /% T, )
b iy g supportof plants/landform & siuciurals could make this area & [\ o e
tayers of the backside felt space— how multiple ve simpls laroer abetract it should be)). place, that simultaneously senves [0 access adjacent areas. __,‘4::2 I

'[ EE FHATD STRYVEY !ZA."\'TA{JE POINT



* PHOTO SURVEY: “OBSERVATIONS
(See Analysis section Tor full cREnry-Besctiptions)

36a (SE) Special oblique view from the Eaton St / River terminus point:
of PO/Eaton parking area— through backside to steeple & sky.
{“The far clock Is readable, & ball js heard— for inter-fown sansed connection”)

Here the intersaciing of many forces unresolved— space, parking, siructural
uses has strong potentisl, opportune for of fulllliment betwoen River & Main.

This diagonal view, across the partial grid, creates a meaningful
dynamic focused vista— an incredible good clustering of architec-
ture, mixed uses, & layered convergent space-comidor (that on site
ground is ambiguously defined, & underused): the good view hene
extends from the river; to foreground Eafon St (Lee Post Office;
Park Cleaners (pink), Auto Pans; & ‘white block”); and then views
into the backside chopper area (to rear Lee Bank, in brick); then finally to
Oval Park's good Church-steeple & east woodland hilis sky.

* This vista penetrates through the built town like an arrow, gathering
& piercing-as-one a powerful series of spaces & buildings ((sligned w
grid In perpendicular angles—of gables or wall-facades. with progressions of spatial
courtwall-shaped (ssphalt or vacant ground) enclaves between)), Such worthy
(lucky or planned) phenomena In Lee should be appreciated &
engaged in proposals— while the desirable efficient bulk-vehicular,
pedestrian & revitalizing architectural/ building uses (eg new museum
potentials are reallzed. In such valuable space— so proximate to
croded Main St & Oval Park— wholistic strategy can be actualized.

Note: Parallel parking, drop off, service informally occurs along &
between buildings (limiting pedestrian uses); & random inefficient
underused parking occupies remaining anarchic asphalt/dint sxenes.

Special Design Noles:

* The siesples role throughout downfown environment as & luring visuakirioal detu thet
shows rWational charges, &5 & napeatedy colects and organizes the bull landscape,
against the naturel seiting, in countess ways— 5 most powerfil visiualy snd spetialy,
simultaneous with is essential locel & universal meaning &5 8 normative Symbof of
fistoric communty use. Wheress on Main 51 the sieaple i= & landmark one knsally
#pproaches or departs, here X ssems to signel & collect bulldings & associpted space;
pivot msahving the quad forces in & cimatic pinwhesl cluster that asserts & genus o
Gables, scale, austerity, windows, scales undy; while uses, colors, crientation 5 erss—
and meaninga— make good vaviance; Eg: The civic post Office cupols with fiag, sligns
with church— amidst the commancial & residentiasl uses— s a symbolc overdey of good
institutions that dafina a community. And ancther fiag, ia ot far it

{{Besides the greater metaphors, allagories of analogies that proposals can call upon
{sea historkc photos) reganding uses/ forms of this area, town or Barkshire region, also
i Lise thane exists details & sublieties that can inepire proposal’s physical slements, at
many scales: Eg Note thel the Post Office circular verts riyyme with clock, (Other more
pronounced on or off site icons may inspine. Or, eg. The distant church bell windaw,
Pest Office cupola neciprocate e dislogue of the simple-municipal va the more deeply
layerad-omate institubional church ; the iatter seems craved from the former. Of
course the functional practical matters of padiveh/ chd uses are of first concem— but
inter-informing can occur batween sl issues to forge a great relevant inspiring design)).

I
y 4ot

-} _ b T T —
s i T R =gl =

* With this conted— the formal complesdty of such & clustering of sfructuraivals —
within the larger quad-— potentiaity cffers af direclions of views, public-degree/ type
onentations, amount of enclosure, and climatic exposures o bele advaniage of.

(Note in foreground): snow-plowed remnants & eroded edges: there
is some problem of runoff pollution (% uncertain). A special snow
plow/storage/ melt or use-patiem, and yearound drainage strategies
especially in such larger riverside area, is called for in proposals.
This PO/Eaton parking locale— a potential strong center or terminus
point-- ((slong with community center (and the Courthouse, & mone celebrated
Church, and with the siightty more reglonal apron walk of Chopper apron waliowary))

is an underrated 'everyday’ meeting area for townspeople that -'
proposals need accommodate, & enhance the spirt, and functional ﬁil — ]
capacity of. Interwoven layers of uses/ types are of value & calling. LEE  FHOTOSURVEY YANTAGE FOINT



® PHOTO SURVEY: “DBSERVATIONS

{Bee Amalysis seclion for fullcategory-descraptions)

36b (SE) Late Winter (Pre-Spring): Lees Housatonic River & Historic
Bridge (viewed again from Eaton Street/ terminus point:

* The regions’ late wirter thaw and march winds— brings the local
river 1o a high elevation {(submernging the trunks and bridge truss,
reducing some of banking area)— and a faster undercurrent and
active vitality of surface motion, light, configurations, sound--
signals the spring awakening to come. The hills interestingly
become less transparent, and all trees are ready to show buds.

Gpecial Note: sbout lsyered aw & ns apace/ enclioslnes 10 sngage:
The river system seems a story of polar interactive forces: in aAv
lateral cross section, & n/s longitudinal sequence-- that is here

conveyed by layered articulation of space, landform/ plants/struc.
(Seasonal change of plants & climate also vary the sense of space/
visual distance, & quality of enclosure dramatically. Decades bring

other change, cycles, or continuities: which a proposal may choose
to act upon or preserve as part of Lees natural and built history).

{iLateral efw section: layers includes the hvar comidor area  between trees bankings;
then space under woodiand within grass Dockets: then beyond thia to e/w to succesaive
opén, bullt or woodiend/ topo ; outer grast hill / forest definition. This natural to bull river
section expressds the changes: of berrace to river where downtown was startogically
seitied (because of the river, then indusirys, then stores, and upper iiving area, in
gresler contexd)— & the waler flow from hills ko river; thus we have rings of encioaues,

& startegic onder of natural to bulll inter-relations. Also, wind, sun arc move likewise sw
scross having a symboliemn of beginning and end of day that the river reflects,
Longitudinally n/s : thare are 'sequetrtally’ (reveled or dreamedeyers. of foragrosnd,
imidground background : (eg with the eiring of Lee's and other towns sle's...bridges,
story of buikdings, ‘genus locl’ natural and space cijects— seen or Imagined— that
convey the sense of Inesl foumey along the grest river system that passes from

upper to lovwer Baticshire region-— from high source 1o outfall. The evident river hera is &
contactive prevence of the whols Housatonic space/time eyetem, momne bringabia to Lee.
Sun wind make countering angles— north & south may symbolize past and fubure— of
river (our) sourceddestiny, here/ there, seasona in motion (winter, wiidife) that come/ga.

* Thesa existing Iateral & longitudinal forces— of character, motion &
properties— polential clarified or altered definition & access paths to
experience/reuse the river system, is vital for proposals to consider

" See River Analysis & rafing: the ivor has many scales of space & time meaning
brought o les; & is a local detalled osyncratic presence; snd a grester reglonsf
phenomana that brings (he eniire Barkshire anclent system and accisimed New

&s a part of whole, sustainable open space system & town England archiypes fo Lee. A fverpark. or any sssocieted business structursl use
revitalization strategy. (See other photos, analysis maps/ text for therefors would parfake in ihese scales for recreational, social, or sconamic banefi—
a fuller sense of this river & its many inherent and possible values). canfinuing the tradiion of Lee as Yive vislized"

LEE  PHOTOSURVEY VANTAGE POINT



* PHOTO SURYEY: “0O8SERVATIONS

e A nalysai wection fos [l ewlepory <description)

36¢ (SE) (Viewed internaity from beyond the Eaton Street / terminus point):

In Mid-Winter... Lae’'s Housatonic River & Historic Bridge —
the historic dialogue of old bullt milltown and the ancient

natural river system persists— even though forgotten,
unaccessed, unused, under-valued- awaiting rediscovery.

Today in winter the river appears nearly still, in a deep shadowy
dark blue, with mirrored sunlight-- ripple-frosted-- as it curves

quietly through the landscape, gently carving soft snow along its
sinuous banks... through the white blanket of wooded field, nw hill
and northward Berkshire sky. Rustic dark branches read as crisp-
textured geological-given patlemns, in snow-flurried afternoon sky.

{with pedestrian sleps & walk) spans the river... through the long
stretch of the New England winter.

(The river's swinging bend conveys the inertia of the regional river
flow. And here it rhymes with the curving form of the far hill, as it
undulates from through the topography from upper northland,
around north Lee ‘pinnacle’ through the east side of downtown.

A slow steady annual change of horizontal erosion/ deposit

pattern is at slow steady work-- stabilized by woodland growth and
grasses. Veriical changes occur seasonally & incidentally (see 35d)).
The winter river is an active fractal ecological system, that is very
beautiful, potentially useful this time of year in very special ways.
Other winter days, the river may might awash in a full NE blizzard,
and then remerge in ice. Then (see 38 d) comes the seasonal
release into emerging spring— wildlife here awakening, followed
by deep thickening of summer foliage, a robust autumn: fulfilis
here in surprising Berkshire force: The experiential potential here
unexpeciedly subsumes a great range of sensations, emotions—
beautiful picturesque to hauntingly sublime— along with potential
uses: (to walk, hike, jog, relax, play, picnic, romance, swim,
canoe, fish, cartharsisize, meet, explore, view, or photo/ painting.

(Hikdng trails do exis! in karger reglon that could connec! through here, Poliution
rating has improved and will continue so into nest cemtury— see River analysis seciion).

A Riverpark— engaging these existing good natural & built systems
of the river, plus the creation of accessible spatially enriched and
orchestrated, with a total Lee open space system— would release
greal values & recreational use to this forgotten area, and benefit
adjacent structures, areas, and downtown as a whole (socially &
economically).
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" Soe River Asnalysls & rating: “the niver has many scales of space & timo

meaning breought fo lee; it Is a jocal detalled fiNosyncratle presence; and a
greater regidonal phenomena that brings the entire Berkshire anclent system and
acclaimed hivew England archiypes o Lee. A riverpark, or any assoclated
biisiness sirinictural use therefore would partake in these scales for recreational,
soclal, or ecconomic benefit- continuing the tradition of Lee as “river vitatiired™
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# PHOTO SURVEY: “OBSERVATIONS

(See Analyyia seotion for full category - deseripison)
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37b (SE) Lee Post Office, at end of Eaton Street— with long exposed
east facade and prime abutting. dyverfront parcel: unused.

* The empty parcel is zoned for an added structure, suggested :
for relocating the Greek revival building as a new museum-- along o f
with basic pedestrian, & river park space connection. Location is i -y
prime, ready various sides of building having different climatic/
view/use onentation. Here we see opportune river-facing west wall
(or analogous for an added structure)— of aftemoon sun, and north
wall of shade-- bul summer & winter extremes need modification.
(A weather vane hints appreciation of full New England seasons).

* The civic status of this spol, and the adjacent Arobi would invite
other municipal uses, near the commercial, as part of the existing

'quad-axis’ {potential walk) with library and courthouse/Oval area.
(Niofe thet Phase Two of proposals could consider adding many additional structures—
empecially in this west half of town— Hat will not ba enclosad in this thesis phase).

{Foreground): Snow plow storage/ debris, erosion, pollution run off,

planting transition/ edge to resolve. Road lce danger, melts slow.
Landfarm berms may be inspind by basuty of these (once full) snow forms—
&5 well as of the distant hile— although the fiat temace affect may too be enhanced).

informal service parking road occurs on west side of Post Office,
unforiunately bisecting the meadow, while connecting the Eaton &
chopper quads, as do other im area/ ot roads. (Other sarvics ways mdst).

{ln midground): Warehouse-appearance of combined structures
needs change, buffering & spatial integration (or enhance as
industrial image). Small link fence is present detractor, barricade.
Conifers & gmat tree of southend create an intermediate valuable
layer of enclosure {variously seen on sile)- that can be made to
link Eaton/ Riverpark area to Oval Park- as Eaton St sidewslics also can.
Trees lights/ walks are missad sesthetically, spatislly, cimalically to integrate lot/ bids.

(In_far background): Distant wonderful topography of enclosing
hills sinuous-syncopated rolling profile mass, contrasting built—
can feel (and is enhaceable) as part of the valley fioor where
camera stands. Reclalineal vs biomorphic layer space/encliosure
is 8 most interesting issue brought forth (see space analysis).. * Of challenge is the poltential relationships with new (or rehab) with
(Discussions have occumed about this duality and how one might sngage it existing builicings, bulk parking , planted pedestrian space-- via
Riverirails may also connect to the distant hill/ river areas of the Main/Eaton Si— & its orfentation, access & transitional treatment
great outer Berkshires. Ses adjacent photos for other notes of this prime area. to proposed riverpark— within the greater enclosing natural context.




37c: S: Prime Riverside Meadow area at the most proximate Eaton

Terminus— is unnecessarily reduced in size & encroached
by asphalt. The yaluable River area whole is hidden, unused.

This prime meadow plof-- with ils striking view to distant southem
enclosing hills— is now isolated, wasted, neglected land fractured
by unecessary asphalt-- but is 50 valuable to rediscover, protect/

connect, use as part of an overall plan. (Bulldings vs green vs lot is an
lasue), {(includes lot (pholo 37) at west side of poat office, bisected by service road |
Sea other riverpark [ side areas— og in  Eaton area, tha island, west bank,

Ihe narth to the mill, and flanking downtewn— with good simliar or completely
different properties to wholiscally engage, with a total downtown open spaca plan).
Naturally speaking, this iz a piece of the great Housatonic sysiem with— iis
geology, contextual succecsion— as well at a plece aof Lee"s history (sea old

photo) of riverside uses. (For other notes: Sea anatysises: river; drainage; fooding).

{Foreground ). Eroded banking, brush & debrisflot/dint fracture
creates further barrier 1o river itself. Unstainable weak planting.
Rustic single trees of varying condition (sublime/ picturesque)
struggle in failing areas along side prolific successional woodland.

(Mid/Background): is Price Chopper loading area, with unsightly
structures, storage-clutter area, exposed roof apparatus; quad-
transformer, & regional wires connecting. (No local scale lighting).
Note the {thematic)Far conifer, of strong scale, integrales the
buiit/ natural moving river woodland moving, wrapping enclosing
the south end— the regional landscape witnessed (from wban space).
At rt: Grey residence (hill residences are unshown west wooded hill);

There abounds here opportunity for conservation & recreational
spaces at the river-- connective with towns total open space--
and hard pedesirian space or additional structures adjacent to

reorganized bulk parking . The river is a key fo revitalization.
{See descriptions and potential of riverarea in ether photos and analysis),

Note: potential road bypass on west side of riverpark would have
another important relationship to this area— to awaken.

(Background): compare the changing profile of distant hill (phote37)
Mote that atmospheric changes of hour, weather (flurry, sun} and
vegetation effects sense enclosure. Moon and stairs fill sky, and
play the horizon.
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* About Re-sensing Lhe natural resource base, with the re-designed baulht:

The reader is invited here— as slsewhere in this survey— fo cover
the distracting elements fo !i‘i& ﬂhﬂf[.‘r and watch fhe magnificent
sense of the ancient Be slley & :

hilis “re-emmerge”. (We can al!masr feel the river neadmg through
valley, amidst hilfs, and near where we know lies Stockbridge).
This is the outer layer of enclosure against open sky in which the
good milftown was built— & any redesigned pedivehic/ added
building functional attractive uses— ¢an be sensed meaningfully

(eg layered or encapsulated) within The type' of baih concaptual or real
intra-site connaction— e & of harmony, contrast, juxtaposition— as focused or open—
planned or scoidental sequence— ame of of sxciting challenge for deciding proposas,

FHOTO SURVEY FANTAGE Pﬂﬂ'\']"'




37d: (NNW) View from Main Stireet, toward the

Eaton Sireet terminus : this is the pver areas most
prominent, proximate, yet neglected unused point.
(The whole valuable river area is hidden, inaccessible—
holding great recreation open space potential).

{Foreground): shows plowed edge debris, eroding /non-edge &
unchecked plant growth that-- that hars the river space--
visually, actually, and therefore in terms of conscious-image.
The good unique medium/ large tree “wild” stands

and succession grasses and understory (see vegetation anabysis)
engage geologic diversily (see landform analysis)- with

ecological significance and spatial/visual intrigue.

Selective pruning up of existing trees, and clearing of brush
can easily open up great views, sense of space, and
opportunity for recreational use and riverside access.

{(The DPW shed (at t) may be considered for demo, reuse,
or relocation-- along with Arobi revitalization strategy).

{Midground): RR-Bridge (with pedestrian stairs, passage), is
functional and appealing; along with the 2 street bridges; with
need for renewed or added pedestrian bridges in several river
areas eg, across lland. (See also mill dam & walls, und & accessed areas),

{(Background: (westward, on other side of river)): is sustained
maturing, sustained successional woodland, with banking &
upper w temace beyond, with residences atop (ihat have great
natural site delineation , with falr buffering and privacy but no formal

ecoeas. See also other river pholo areas— potential for variaty of conserved or
pedestrian open spaces, walks, and trails— connective to region and all town

Special Observations:

“Daep, moving, waters from high away Berkshires dark bue, with wivle curmant
chuming pas! the concrete support, under the droned fruss-- with cnsp rpplas
by winfer breeze, fows bafwean daop cut wooded grassen banks. We wish to
QBN Up, Acoess, enjoy-- and know (he rver 8gain” See alher renr pholos

Note the prolific diversity of the natural dynamic river
system- and the manmade physlcal cultural relation to it= is
present (obscured) along the whole west and north edge of
downlown: Berkshire water, wildlife, landfarm, prolific
imegular trees (singles, clusters, abandoned woodland) or
understory, microclimate, vantages are evident with great
theme & variation through the great New England seasons.
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+ The river-- with its historic natural, physical. and cullural
walues- is a vital key to revitalization. A desired increase of
Lee patronage: by locals, regional visitorf wider tourism may
be highly contingent on riverpark provision and Imagery). *
i.e. The river area can be revealed & integrated with & town
open space system, lending its many values for recreation,
visual/spatial and resultant sociall civic/ economic benefit.

— but today lies unacessed, unused, & undevalued by many.

* See Historical imroduction Section: * From settiement through industrialism,
hiew thie river determingd and hefped suglain Lee— ever asserting iteell as part
of Lee's essence— and must be allowed lo do 50, in old & new ways, lamamew.
See pholos of adjscent areas— to get o sense of the akre and divarsitly of rivar
space to rediscover | sed historic Lee photos for s “determining presenca”,

* Sea River Analysis Sectiorn, "The many spacetime scaks of meaning, and
the many values! uses— thal the Housalonie can brings to Lee locals & vistors,

* Note that proposal #2 will be based entirely on “Return to the River'— a big idea
in which all sub concepts take thelr direclion— as a revitalization sirategy,

Other propocals uae tha rver (In varous degrees) as weall
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38a: (E) View from Eaton Area:
“Backside of Main Street buildings” making an effective
local scale quad-wall of local uses: (Ir) Lee Bank,

McCilelland Drug, and Morgan House (with pillared porch) .

These structures-- as prototypes-- have good multifloor mixed use,
8 fair access, some variely of porch, enclaves, nooks, stair, porls
artifacts that is lacking on most adjacent buildings on this strip.

But all backside structures unfortunately aclt & most seem as a
barren backside instead of addressing definers of a place. They
face bui do not relate outward o or participate in the large lotfarea
space between the River & Main St (nor to each other or internally--
architecturally, spatially, or for pedestrian use). Clear intra-building
access, with intermediary pedestrian spaces projecting at buildings,
connection to parking and adjacent town areas, are lacking. Good
sun or shade pocket frame/orientation exists here, yet also large lot
expanses are too exposed to summer heat/glare and winter wind—
withoul trees, awning/device or comforting space/seating amenities.
MNote: brush tree (it) donates a limited connection. (See olher pholo:

treas lacking in lol 3 bulldings. Issue of plowing storage does not requine tree mitigation.
Parking is unorganized (& mixes private /public); service egdumpster
is often ad hoc and conflicting; snow plowing complicates further.

* There is potential to at once expand define enhance & articulate the
individual spaces of each architectural locationfuse; as well as unify
the linear/place of all these buildings— in framing a large off-street
vehicular/parking place, with expanded cbd activity and pedestrian
accommodations (connected between Main St & a new river area).
Potential alleys, service accommedation; possible upper deck/side.

Spectal Observation Notes: (compare and apply notes to olher bacskide area photos;

* Here we see the twin dome of Memorial Hall, and steeple of

Congregational Church in good compositional tension, marking
pedestrian movement scale— but the diagonal slicing of powerlines
intersects the congregational church steeple at bell— as a vertical
counterpoint to grid rows and distant hills. Horiz & veriical ‘datum
shifts’ are complex while the total planal space is fixed and greater
background enclosure slow & simple. This juxtaposition at once
makes the space free (by contrast), as well as stimulating.

* Also apply here the nofe (of phofo 37) re space scale/continuum.
fi.e. The intimacies at close scale to building, vs these midground
Juxtapositions, and far background Berkshire enclosure can make
important space layers experienced sequentially and simultaneously.
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APPENDIX

*PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY*

“Historic-Lee Archives” & “Existing-Lee Cross-Analysis”

e The . correspond to Chapter 1, History Section of the thesis.

They are meant as reference to Lees “original detemunants“ of natural, physical & cultural aspects.
((These are to be read along with Ch historical reading, and later to check-relatc to historic proposal fealures)).

e The Existing (present day) Photos are meant as both supportive & cross-informative of Chapter 2
Analysis Section of the thesis. The reader is invited to scan these in journey sequence for
orientation prior to reading the thesis , and then to consult in a more studied manner to assist the
analysis and placement of proposals. (The bold headings & [irst paragraphs are the essential descriptions).

((Note: The additional (lcngthy) text for cach photo includes random collected detailed observational comments--
offered only as an appendix-extra. beyond the formal scope of the thesis-- in case the reader chooses Lo selectively
explore particulars in oblique/ depth. Unique observations as well as reilerations are carricd through as relevant)).



Survey current photos-- are by studio team member/s. (See notes).

PhotoSurvey (part b above)—basic descriptions plus a flow of impressions.
(See part-a for first download).

See also the historic photos archive.



